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Reading for Pleasure 
 

òReading also feeds pupils' imagination and 

opens up a treasure house of wonder and joy 

for curious young minds.ó 

- National Curriculum (P14); DfE Sept 2013 

Here at Saltburn Primary School, we are committed to developing a joy of reading within all of 

our children.  

 

It is obviously important that children learn to become proficient in the mechanics of 

reading. This begins with phonic decoding, and gradually moves on to developing fluency 

and prosody as children grow. To do this, we teach reading each day, and ensure that children 

are matched to books appropriate to their reading level.  

 

However, teaching a child to read is simply not enough. Children must also be inspired to engage readily and 

frequently with books to truly unlock the awesome potential of the written word. They must develop a positive 

reading attitude that will set them up for life. Put simply, we want our children to choose to read.   

 

What the research says: 

¶ Regularly reading stories or novels outside of school is associated with higher scores in reading assessments 

(PISA, 2009).  

¶ The frequency of reading for pleasure is one of the best predictors of academic achievement (Anderson, 

Wilson and Fielding, 1988).  

¶ Reading for pleasure benefits children in developing text comprehension, grammar understanding and 

increased general knowledge in later life (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).  

¶ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economic status (OECD, 2002).  

¶ Reading for pleasure has positive emotional and social consequences, helping in wellbeing and personal 

development as well as having an educational purpose (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).  
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Our Reading Spine 
 

We have created a reading spine which lists a range of progressive titles available to children within their 

classrooms. Each year group has a wide range of exciting, funny, mysterious and provocative texts designed to excite 

and enthuse our children. They are high quality texts with depth and interest in story, character, illustration, 

vocabulary, structure and subject matter. Children are encouraged to read these texts for pleasure, either 

independently or with an adult, and they are not restrained in their selections as we believe that freedom and choice 

will help them to develop a passion for reading. Texts cover a wide range of reading abilities to ensure that there is 

something for everyone in each year group.  

 

9ŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǇƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜd into six areas: 

 

1. Author Collection 
Children will quickly start to develop preferences when it comes to reading. They will find themselves 

particularly enjoying or resonating with the authorial voice of some writers more than others. This is a very 

personal bond, and we want to encourage children to nurture that relationship by giving them the 

opportunity to enjoy multiple texts from the same author. Each year group has been assigned four age-

appropriate authors, and we will ensure that classrooms are stocked with their collections.  

 

2. Studied Texts 
These are titles that the class will be studying throughout the year. Children may be studying the entire text 

in detail; using extracts as stimulus material for exciting writing; or simply enjoying the text as part of a class 

read at the end of each day. These texts are chosen to provide variety and to link to learning in other 

subjects wherever possible.  

 

3. Classics 
These are exceptional titles that have stood the test of time. We feel that our children deserve the 

opportunity to enjoy the fascinating tales and moral messages contained within these books, just as previous 

generations have done before them. Classic stories tend to focus more on character development than 

contemporary titles.  

 

4. Contemporary Texts 
These texts are carefully selected based on their popularity and quality of content. They tend to deal with 

the trappings, issues and challenges of modern life, and are often more narrative-driven than classic tales. 

These books ensure that children have access to a range of authors, characters and narratives from diverse 

backgrounds.  

 

5. Linked to Curriculum 
These titles are linked to learning in other areas of the curriculum. They are available within classrooms to 

provide children with the chance to read more widely about a subject of interest and appreciate the 

important role books play in providing breadth of learning.   

 

6. Poetry 

Poems help children to absorb complex messages in a creative way. They help children to realise how 

beautiful the written word can be, presenting language from the heart, and they also develop key skills in 

inference and interpretation. A Poetry Spine is therefore included within our broader Reading Spine to 

ensure that children have access to this important form of writing.  
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Topical Reading 
We feel that it is important that children are regularly 

exposed to authors, narratives, characters and poems 

that cover a range of topical issues. This will help 

children to better understand the world into which 

they have been born.  

 

It is also hoped that these texts may help children to 

navigate the challenges of the modern world both 

now and in their futures. Look out for the symbols 

shown here to spot texts that cover one or more of 

these areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
LGBTQ representation 

 

 
Disability and neurodiversity 

 

 
Cultural diversity (narrative, characters or author) 

 

 
Environmental awareness 

 

 
Mental health, wellbeing and bereavement 

 

 
Social justice (e.g. crime, poverty, equality etc.) 
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Y1 Reading Spine 
 

òA book is a gift you can open again and again.ó 

- Garrison Keillor 

 
In Year One, our children will continue to learn the mechanics of reading through the study of Phonics. However, this 

is also a crucial time when children begin to use books to truly stimulate the imagination. These are the formative 

years ς the opportunity for children to lay the foundations for a future as a lifelong reader. They need colour, rhyme, 

whimsy and fun to grip their young minds and help them to recognise books as a go-to source of enjoyment. With all 

of this in mind, we have put together a collection of excellent authors and poets of contemporary and classic texts 

for children to get lost in as they read independently and with an adult. 
 

Y1 Author Collections 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lynley Dodd  Julia Donaldson  Ian Whybrow  Allan Ahlberg  
Lynley Dodd is a popular 

writer who created the 

wonderful Hairy Maclary ð a 

scruffy dog who goes on 

adventures with his other 

animal friends. Her stories 

are great fun and feature 

rhyme, rhythm, repetition 

and humour.   

A very talented and prize-

winning author, Julia 

Donaldsonõs rhyming stories 

about fantastical woodland 

creatures have taken the 

world by storm! 

Ian Whybrow is one of the 

top ten most-read writers in 

UK libraries. He created the 

character Harry whose 

adventures with the 

dinosaurs capture the 

imagination  

 

A popular, award-winning 

author who writes whimsical 

stories full of fun. He has 

been writing excellent 

rhyming stories for over 

forty years, illustrated by his 

talented wife, Janet.  

 

Hairy Maclary 

Collection  

 

¶ Bone 

¶ Caterwaul Caper 

¶ Hairy Maclary (original) 

¶ Hat Tricks 

¶ Rumpus at the Vet 

¶ Scattercat 

¶ Shoo 

¶ Sit 

¶ Zachary Quack 

 

Collection  

 

¶ The Highway Rat 

¶ Foxõs Socks 

¶ Room on the Broom 

¶ Monkey Puzzle 

¶ Charlie Cookõs Favourite 

Book 

¶ Princess Mirror-Belle and 

the Dragon Pox 

¶ Smartest Giant in Town 

¶ The Singing Mermaid 

¶ Smeds and the Smoos 

¶ Tiddler 

¶ Superworm  

¶ Zog and the Flying 

Doctors  

Harry Collection  

 

¶ Harry and the Dinosaurs 

have a Birthday Party 

¶ Harry and the Robots 

¶ Harry and the Dinosaurs 

at the Museum 

¶ Harry and the Dinosaurs 

Go Wild 

¶ Harry and the Bucketful of 

Dinosaurs 

¶ Harry and the Dinosaurs 

Go To School 

¶ Harry and the Snow King 

¶ Say Goodnight to the 

Sleepy Animals  

¶ All Change  

Collection  

 

¶ Burglar Bill 

¶ Cops and Robbers 

¶ Each Peach Pear Plum 

¶ Funnybones 

¶ The Great Marathon 

Football Match 

¶ The Jolly Postman 

¶ The Jolly Christmas 

Postman 

¶ Master Money the 

Millionaire  

¶ Mr Biff the Boxer 

¶ Mr Creep the Crook 

¶ Mrs Wobble the 

Waitress 

¶ Peepot 

¶ Please Mrs Butler 

¶ Starting School 

¶ Woof 
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Y1 Studied Texts  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Hodgeheg  

by Dick King-Smith 

The Reluctant Dragon  

by Kenneth Grahame 

The Detective Dog  

by Julia Donaldson 

Inside the Villains   

by Clotidle Perrin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Far Away Tree  

by Enid Blyton 

The Very Best Big Sister  

by Shona Sharma 

Paddingtonõs London 

Story  Treasury  

by Michael Bond 

On Sudden Hill  

by Linda Sarah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Beside the Seaside: 

Seaside Holidays Then 

and Now  

by Claire Hibbert 

Jack and the Beanstalk  

by Ed Bryan 

Florence Nightingale  

by Lucy Lethbridge 

Handaõs Surprise 

by Eileen Browne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Little Red Riding Hood  The Tree: Seasons Come 

and Seasons Go 

by Patricia Hegarty 

The Three Little Pigs  

by Axel Scheffler 
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Y1 Classics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Wizard of Oz  

by Rosie Dickins 

The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff  

by Vera Southgate 

Winnie -the -Pooh and 

Ten Busy Bees  

by Ernest H. Shephard 

Jack and the Beanstalk  

By Grace De La Touche 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

All Pigs are Beautiful  

by Dick King-Smith 

Cinderella  

by Rachel Elliot 

Noah and the Ark  

by Michael McCarthy 

The Elves and the 

Shoemaker  

by Miles Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Pinocchio  

by Katie Daynes 

The Animal Parade  

by Dick King-Smith 

Mother Goose  

by Rowan Barnes-Murphy 

ôTwas the Night Before 

Christmas  

by Clement Clarke Moore 

 

Y1 Contemporary Texts  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Princess and the 

Giant   

by Caryl Hart and Sarah 

Warburton 

Little Dinoõs Big Roar Little Bearõs Big 

Adventure  

by Julia Hubery 

Walk with a Wolf  

by Janni Howker 
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The Princess and the Giant   

by Caryl Hart and Sarah 

Warburton 

Little Dinoõs Big Roar Little Bearõs Big 

Adventure  

by Julia Hubery 

Walk with a Wolf  

by Janni Howker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Princessõs Secret 

Sleepover  

by Hilary Robinson  

Polar Bear Boy  

by Gillian Shields and 

Dubravka Kolanovic 

Frog and the Wide 

World  

by Max Velthuijs 

Fergusõs Scary Night 

by Tony Maddox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Fergus Goes Quackers!   

by Tony Maddox 

The Baby Who Wouldnõt 

Go to Bed  

by Helen Cooper 

When I Dream of 

Christmas  

by Oakley Graham 

Lollipop and Grandpa 

and the Wobbly Tooth  

by Penelope Harper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

How to Hide a Lion from 

Grandma  

by Helen Stephens 

Rainbow Fairies   

by Nicola Baxter and 

Deborah Jones 

The Princess and the 

Presents  

by Caryl Hart 

The Sleepover  

by Janey Louise Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Guess How Much I Love you  

by Sam McBratney 
Marvin Wanted More!  

by Joseph Theobald 

Love Makes a Family  

by Sophie Beer 

All are Welcome  

by Alexandra Penfold 

Y1 Linked to Wider Curriculum 
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I Wonder Why the Sun 

Rises 

by Brenda Walpole 

Make Your Own Robot  

by Hannah Campling 

Around the World with 

Max and Lemon  

Twinkl  

 

 

 

Y1 Poetry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Months  

by Sara Coleridge 

My Colours  

by Colin West 

Queue for the Zoo  

by Clare Bevan 
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Y2 Reading Spine 
 

òThe more that you read, the more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, the more places youõll go.ó 
- Dr Seuss 

 
In Year 2, children are keen to put into practice their phonics skills as they become progressively more fluent and 

ambitious readers. At this age, we want to foster a value of independence when it comes to choosing texts. We 

expect children to explore different authors, genres and styles and begin to develop preferences. Children should 

read blurbs and reviews as they broaden their reading using some of the incredible authors within the Year 2 spine. 

Contemporary texts include a growing number of titles with a focus on mental health and wellbeing woven through 

the narrative espousing messages of kindness and consideration of others.  

Y2 Author Collections 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Beatrix Potter  Dr Seuss Judith Kerr  Oliver Jeffers  
An inventive writer of 

charming tales about animals, 

Beatrix Potter includes some 

excellent watercolour 

pictures of her characters to 

bring her stories alive.  

 

The creator of enchanting 

worlds of wonderful 

creatures, Dr Seuss writes 

with remarkable imagination 

and admirable life lessons.  

 

Judith Kerr lived an 

extraordinary life beginning 

as a child refugee fleeing Nazi 

Germany. These life 

experiences are sensitively 

reflected in the warming and 

captivating books that she 

wrote for children. 

An illustrator of powerful 

picture books for children, 

Oliver Jeffers packs his books 

with colour and moral 

questions. 

The Tales Collection  

  

¶ Peter Rabbit 

¶ Squirrel Nutkin 

¶ The Tailor of Gloucester 

¶ Benjamin Bunny 

¶ Two Bad Mice 

¶ Mrs Tiggy-Winkle 

¶ Mr Jeremy Fisher 

¶ Tom Kitten 

¶ Jemima Puddle-Duck 

¶ The Flopsy Bunnies 

 

Collection  

 
¶ Cat in the Hat 

¶ Oh the Places Youõll Go 

¶ And to Think That I Saw It 

On Mulberry Street 

¶ The Lorax 

¶ How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas 

¶ One Fish Two Fish Red 

Fish Blue Fish  

¶ Hop on Pop 

¶ Sleep Book 

¶ Horton Hears a Who 

¶ If I Ran The Zoo 

¶ Thereõs a Wocket in my 
Pocket 

Collection   

 
¶ Mog The Forgetful Cat 

¶ Mog and the Granny 

¶ Mogõs Birthday 

¶ Mog and the Baby 

¶ Mogõs Christmas 

¶ Mog and Bunny 

¶ Mogõs Bad Thing 

¶ Mog in the Dark 

¶ Mog and the V.E.T. 

¶ Mog on Fox Night 

¶ Goodbye Mog 

¶ The Tiger Who Came To 

Tea 

¶ The Crocodile Under the 

Bed 

¶ Katinkaõs Tail 

¶ Mr Cleghornõs Seal 

¶ One Night in the Zoo 

 

Collection   

 
¶ The Day the Crayons Quit 

¶ The Day the Crayons 

Came Home 

¶ Love from the Crayons 

¶  

¶ How to Catch a Star 

¶ Lost and Found 

¶ Stuck 

¶ The Heart and the Bottle 

¶ Up and Down 

¶ The New Jumper 

¶ Imaginary Fred 

 

 

 

 

 



11 | P a g e 

 

 

Y2 Studied Texts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Toby and the Great Fire 

of London  

by Margaret Nash 

The Owl Who Was 

Afraid Of The Dark  

by Jill Tomlinson 

The Antlered Ship  

by Dashka Slater 

Fantastic Mr Fox  

by Roald Dahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Magic Paintbrush  

by Gareth Edwards 

Katie Morag Delivers the 

Mail  

by Mairi Hederwick 

Meerkat Mail  

by Emilie Gravittate 

The Three Little Wolves 

and the Big, Bad Pig  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Storm  

by Sam Usher 

Meet Captain Cook  

by Roe Murdie 

How the Birds got their 

Colours  

by Mary Albert 

The Gruffalo   

by Julia Donaldson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Wright Brothers   

by Mary Nhin 

The River: An Epic 

Journey to the Sea  

by Patricia Heggaty 
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Y2 Classics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Pied Piper of 

Hamelin  

by Peter Ruge 

Little Grey Rabbit: 

Water Ratõs Picnic 

by Alison Uttley 

Big Blue Whale  

by Nicola Davies 

Mary Poppins  

by P.L. Travers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Velveteen Rabbit  

by Margery Williams 

Stick Man  

by Julia Donaldson 

Stuart Little  

by E. B. White 

Fungus the Bogeyman  

by Raymond Briggs 
 

 

Y2 Contemporary Texts  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The True Story of the 3 

Little Pigs  

by Jon Scieszka 

Little People, Big 

Dreams: Frida Kahlo  

by Maria Isabel Sánchez 

Vegara 

Willbee the Bumblebee  

by Craig Smith and Maureen 

Thomson 

Grandadõs Camper 

by Harry Woodgate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Superdadõs Day Off 

by Phil Earle 

Monsters  

by Russell Hoban & Quentin 

Blake 

Dear Mermaids  

by Alan Durant 

Sam who went to sea  

by Phyllis Root & Alex 

Scheffler 
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The Tiniest Mermaid  

by Laura Garnham 

The Naughtiest Unicorn  

by Pip Bird 

Somebody Swallowed 

Stanley  

by Sarah Roberts and 

Hannah Peck 

The Storm Whale  

by Benji Davies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Proudest Blue  

by Ibtihaj Muhammad 

Dear Earth  

by Isabel Otter 

The Smart Cookie  

by Jory John and Pete 

Oswald 

Into the Forest  

by Anthony Browne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Bloom  

by Anne Booth 

Perfectly Norman  

by Tom Percival 

White Owl, Barn Owl  

by Nicola Davies 

Frog on the Log  

by Layland Perree 

 

Y2 Linked to Wider Curriculum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Life of a Little 

Plastic Bottle  

by Suzanne Fossey 

The Life of a Little 

Cardboard Box  

by Suzanne Fossey 

I Wonder Why 

Kangaroos Have Pouches  

by Jenny Wood 

I Wonder Why the Wind 

Blows  

by Anita Ganeri 
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Growing Frogs  

by Vivian French 

Think of an Eel  

by Karen Wallace 

Caterpillar Butterfly  

by Vivian French 

The Emperorõs Egg 

by Martin Jenkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Horrible Histories: Up in 

the Air  

by Terry Deary 

 

Link: Air Flight in History 

The Great Fire of 

London  

by Susanna Davidson 

 

Link: Great Fire of London in 

History 

Fire! Fire!  

by Stuart Hill 

 

Link: Great Fire of London in 

History 

 

 

Y2 Poetry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Tiny, Burning Flame  

Twinkl Poem 

Fireworks  

by Gervase Phinn 

The Moon Speaks  

by James Carter 

The Voices of Water  

by Tony Mitton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 | P a g e 

 

Y3 Reading Spine 
 

òKeep reading. Itõs one of the most marvellous adventures 

that anyone can have.ó 
- Lloyd Alexander 

 
In our Year 3 reading spine, we have selected texts to allow children to start to confront some of the challenges 

present within the world in an age-appropriate way. Our author collections have been selected for their powerful 

messages while also remaining fun and engaging. On average, texts are beginning to get longer, but there are plenty 

of gripping stories with excellent illustrations to entice even the most reluctant of readers! 

Y3 Author Collections 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Brown  Francesca 

Simon  

Jeffrey Brown  Roger 

Hargreaves  
The author of the light, 

magical and comical tales of a 

boy who was squashed flat 

by a falling noticeboard. His 

inventive writing is full of wit 

and humour.  

 

The author of the horribly 

hilarious series of books 

following the antics of a 

mischievous Henry. Her 

books are enjoyed widely 

and are great for a giggle!   

 

Jeffrey Brown introduces a 

new chapter to the Star 

Wars saga with his collection 

focusing on the schooling and 

training of young Jedis. His 

fantastic cartoons help to 

bring the stories to life!  

The legendary series of 

amusing, bright and colourful 

stories, each focusing on one 

of his Mr Men or Little Miss 

characters.  

 

Flat Stanley 

Collection  
 

¶ Flat Stanley 

¶ Flat Again 

¶ Invisible Stanley 

¶ Stanley in Space 

¶ Stanleyõs Christmas 

¶ Worldwide Adventures 

¶ Stanley and the Magic 

Lamp 

¶ The Big Mountain 

Adventure 

 

Horrid Henry 

Collection  
 

¶ Bogey Babysitter 

¶ Christmas Cracker 

¶ Gets Rich Quick 

¶ Football Fiend 

¶ Horrid Henry (Original) 

¶ Joke Book 

¶ Meets the Queen 

¶ Mega Mean Time Machine 

¶ Monster Movie 

¶ Mummyõs Curse 

¶ Nightmare 

¶ Nits Revenge 

¶ Robs the Bank 

¶ Secret Club 

¶ Stinkbomb 

¶ Tricks the Tooth Fairy 

¶ Underpants 

¶ Wakes the Dead 

Jedi Academy 

Collection  
 

¶ Jedi Academy 

¶ The Phantom Bully 

¶ A New Class 

¶ The Principle Strikes Back 

¶ Return of the Padawan  

Mr Men & Little Miss 

Collection  
 

¶ Mr Greedy 

¶ Mr Happy 

¶ Mr Nosy 

¶ Mr Sneeze 

¶ Mr Bump 

¶ Mr Snow 

¶ Mr Messy 

¶ Mr Topsy-Turvy 

¶ Mr Silly 

¶ Little Miss Lucky 

¶ Little Miss Brainy 

¶ Little Miss Bossy 

¶ Little Miss Wise 

¶ Little Miss Tidy 

¶ Little Miss Sunshine 

¶ Little Miss Helpful 

¶ Little Miss Giggles 

¶ Little Miss Busy 
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Y3 Studied Texts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Mona Lisa Mystery  

by Pat Hutchins 

The Stone Age Hunter s, 

Gatherers and Wooly 

Mammoths  

by Marcia Williams 

The Barnabus Project  

by Eric Fan 

The Hundred Mile an 

Hour Dog   

by Jeremy Strong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Iron Man  

by Ted Hughes 

Operation Gadget Man  

by Malorie Blackman 

Charlotteõs Web 

by E. B. White 

Mark Cyclops   

by Saviour Pirotta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Journey  

by Francesca Sanna 

Wild Way Home  

by Sophie Kirtley 

The Street Beneath my 

Feet  

by Charlotte Gullain & Yuval 

Zommer 

Everest  

by Alexandra Stewart & Joe 

Todd Stanton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Tunnel  

by Anthony Browne 

Pandoraõs Box 

by Rose Impey 

The Invisible  

by Tom Percival 

 

How to Wash a Woolly 

Mammoth  

by Michelle Robinson 
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Y3 Classics  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Sheep Pig 

by Dick King Smith 

Stig of the Dump 

by Clive King 

Worzel Gummidge 

By Barbara Euphan Todd 

The Wombles 

By Elisabeth Beresford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Finn Family Moomintroll 

by Tove Jansson 

The Reluctant Dragon 

by Kenneth Grahame 

Bridge to Terabithia 

by Katherine Paterson 

Where the Wild Things Are 

by Maurice Sendak 

 

Y3 Contemporary Texts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Black Brother 

by Jewell Parker Rhodes 

 

Mint Choc Chip at the 

Market Café 

by Jonathan Meres 

Ellie and the Cat 

by Malorie Blackman 

Mermaids  

by Cari Meister 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Griffins 

by Matt Doeden 

 

The Boy at the Back of the 

Class 

by Onjali Rauf 

Goldfish Boy 

by Lisa Thompson 

Kick 

Mitch Johnson 
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Y3 Linked to Wider Curriculum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Daily Life in Ancient Egypt 

by Don Nardo 

Stone Age Boy 

by Satoshi Kitamura 
Link: Stone/Iron Age in 

History 

Ancient Egypt Gods, 

Pharaohs and Cats! 

by Marcia Williams 

The Breathing Trees 

by Mark Weakland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Demigod Diaries 

by Rick Riordan 

 
Link: Greeks in History 

I Wonder Why Triceratops 

Had Horns 

by Rod Theodorou 

 

I Wonder Why Snakes Shed 

Their Skin 

ōȅ !ƳŀƴŘŀ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 

I Wonder Why The Sea is 

Salty 

by Anita Ganeri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

I Wonder Why Spiders Spin 

Webs 

ōȅ !ƳŀƴŘŀ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 

I Wonder Why Pyramids 

Were Built 

by Philip Steele 

 
Link: Egyptians in History 

I Wonder Why Leaves 

Change Colour 

by Andrew Charman 

Stone Age Tablet 

by Andrew Langley 

 
Link: Stone/Iron Age in 

History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

What is Racism? 

by Katie Daynes & Jordan 

Akpojaro 

Questions and Answers 

about Racism 

by Jordan Akpojaro 

Prehistoric Britain: Skara 

Brae 

by Dawn Finch 

 
Link: Stone/Iron Age in 

History 

Horrible Histories: Savage 

Stone Age 

by Terry Deary 

 
Link: Stone/Iron Age in 

History 



19 | P a g e 

 

 

Y3 Poetry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Geography Lesson  

by Brian Patten 

Seaview Haiku  

by John Foster 

River Torridge   

by Chrissie Gittins 

Registration  

by Allan Ahlberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The River  

by Valerie Bloom 
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Y4 Reading Spine 
 

òReading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.ó 
- Joseph Addison 

 
By Year 4, fiction texts are growing evermore dramatic. Many texts, including those by Adam Blade, are inspired by 

folk lore and mythology, ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ wƻƳŀƴǎΣ ±ƛƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƭƻ-Saxons. Other author 

collections are deliberately fun with a hint of mischief! In contemporary texts, there is a growing focus on disability 

and neurodiversity as children become increasingly conscious of the value of everybody.  

Y4 Author Collections 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Jacqueline 

Wilson  

Adam Blade  David Walliams  Jeff Kinney 

A firm favourite amongst 

children for her funny and 

heartfelt stories which help 

to celebrate the diverse 

possibilities of what it is to 

be a family in modern times. 

 

Adam Blade is actually the 

name given to a small group 

of authors who write 

fantasy/adventure novels. 

These are known for simple 

yet gripping storylines set in 

a world of fearsome 

monsters borrowed from 

ancient myths and legends. 

hilariously funny successor to 

Roald Dahl, David Walliams 

produces epic adventures 

with heartfelt messages and a 

celebration of being different.   

The author of the hugely 

popular series of journals 

which follow the 

misadventures of schoolboy, 

Greg Heffley. His writing is 

full of great cartoons and the 

stories leap off the page! 

 

Collection   

 
¶ The Story of Tracy Beaker 

¶ The Suitcase Kid 

¶ The Butterfly Club 

¶ Cliffhanger 

¶ How to Survive Summer 

Camp 

¶ Vicky Angel 

¶ Buried Alive!  

¶ Dustbin Baby 

¶ Double Act 

¶ The Longest Whale Song 

¶ Lily Alone 

¶ Rent a Bridesmaid 

¶ Cookie 

¶ Clean Break 

¶ Secrets 

¶ Midnight 

¶ The Lottie Project 

¶ The Bed and Breakfast Star 

¶ The Worst Things about 

my Sister 

Beast Quest 

Collection  

 
¶ Soltra: The Stone 

Charmer 

¶ Nanook: The Snow 

Monster 

¶ Tagus: The Horse Man 

¶ Sepron: The Sea Serpent 

¶ Arcta: The Mountain 

Giant 

¶ Ferno: The Fire Dragon 

¶ Epos: The Flame Bird 

 

 

Collection  

 
¶ Awful Auntie 

¶ Bad Dad 

¶ Beast of Buckingham 

Palace 

¶ Billionaire Boy 

¶ Blob 

¶ Boogie Bear 

¶ The Boy in the Dress 

¶ Code Name Bananas 

¶ The Creature Choir 

¶ Demon Dentist 

¶ Fing  

¶ Gangsta Granny 

¶ Grandpaõs Great Escape 

¶ The Ice Monster 

¶ Little Monster 

¶ Mega Monster 

¶ The Midnight Gang 

¶ Mr Stink 

¶ Ratburger 

¶  

Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid Collection  
 

¶ The Diary of a Wimpy Kid 

¶ The Getaway 

¶ Double Down 

¶ The Third Wheel 

¶ Dog Days 

¶ The Last Straw 

¶ The Meltdown 

¶ Hard Luck 

¶ Do-it-yourself 

¶ Ugly Truth 

¶ Movie Diary 

 

Y4 Studied Texts  
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The Journal of Iliona  

by Richard Pratt 

Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory   

by Roald Dahl 

Escape from Pompeii  

by Jim Eldridge 

Father Christmasõs Fake 

Beard  

by Terry Pratchett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Boy who Biked the 

World: On the Road to 

Africa  

by Alistair Humphreys 

The Legend of Podkin On 

Ear 

by Kieran Larwood 

Mr Popperõs Penguins 

by Richard & Florence 

Atwater 

The Golden Horseman of 

Baghdad 

by Saviour Pirotta 

 

 

Y4 Classics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Secret Garden  

by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

The Adventurous Snail  

by Dick King-Smith 

The Borrowers  

by Mary Norton 

The Midnight Fox  

by Betsy Byars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Peter Pan  

by J.M. Barry 

The Queenõs Nose 

by Dick King Smith 

The Family From One 

End of the Street  

BY Eve Garnett 

Swallows and Amazons  

by Arthur Ransome 
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Y4 Contemporary Texts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Last Bear  

by Hannah Gold 

Liam  

by Benjamin Zephaniah 

The Boy Who Made 

Everyone Laugh  

by Helen Rutter 

The Amazing Edie 

Eckhart  

by Rosie Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Percy Jackson and the 

Lightning Thief  

by Rick Riordan 

The Day I was Erased  

by Lisa Thompson 

Witch Tricks  

by Sibéal Pounder 

The Light Jar  

by Lisa Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Mayhem Mission  

by Burhana Islam 

Dogs and Doctors  

by Elen Caldecott 

Echo Mountain  

by Lauren Wolk 

Alfie All Alone  

by Holly Webb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Grace the Glitter Fairy  

By Daisy Meadows 

Sally Snowboarder  

by Nancy Harris 

Captain Underpants and 

the Attack of the Talking 

Toilet  

by Dav Pilkey 

Future Friend  

by David Baddiel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y4 Linked to Wider Curriculum 
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Roman Invasion  

by Jim Eldridge 

 

Link: Romans in History 

Rotten Romans  

by Terry Deary 

 

Link: Romans in History 

50 Science Things to 

Make and Do  

by Georgina Andrews and 

Kate Knighton 

Sofia and the Stone  

by Megan Cooley Peterson 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The White Giraffe  

by Lauren St John 

 

Link: Africa in Geography 

Boudicca Biography  

by Paul Harrison  
 

Link: Romans in History 

 

Horrible Histories: Groovy 

Greeks 

by Terry Deary 
 

Understanding Social 

Media  

by Pamela Dell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

My Story: Pompeii  

by Sue Reid 

 

Link: Romans in History and 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

in Geography 

Horrible Geography: 

Earth -Shattering 

Earthquakes  

by Anita Ganeri 

 

Link: Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes in Geography  

Tales from Africa  

by K.P. Kojo 

 

Link: Africa in Geography 

Horrible Histories: 

Queen Boudicaõs Secret 

Diary  

by Terry Dear 

 

Link: Romans in History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Roman Britain  

by Moira Butterfield 

I was thereé Boudiccaõs 

Army  

 

The Journal of Iliona  

by Richard Pratt 

Explore Ancient Greeks 

by Jane Bingham 


