
Y1 Reading Spine 
 

“A book is a gift you can open again and again.” 

- Garrison Keillor 

 
In Year One, our children will continue to learn the mechanics of reading through the study of 

Phonics. However, this is also a crucial time when children begin to use books to truly stimulate the 

imagination. These are the formative years – the opportunity for children to lay the foundations for 

a future as a lifelong reader. They need colour, rhyme, whimsy and fun to grip their young minds and 

help them to recognise books as a go-to source of enjoyment. With all of this in mind, we have put 

together a collection of excellent authors and poets of contemporary and classic texts for children to 

get lost in as they read independently and with an adult. 
 

Y1 Author Collections 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Lynley Dodd Julia 

Donaldson 

Ian Whybrow Allan 

Ahlberg 
Lynley Dodd is a 

popular writer who 

created the wonderful 

Hairy Maclary – a 

scruffy dog who goes 

on adventures with his 

other animal friends. 

Her stories are great 

fun and feature rhyme, 

rhythm, repetition and 

humour.   

A very talented and 

prize-winning author, Julia 

Donaldson’s rhyming 

stories about fantastical 

woodland creatures have 

taken the world by 

storm! 

Ian Whybrow is one of 

the top ten most-read 

writers in UK libraries. 

He created the character 

Harry whose adventures 

with the dinosaurs 

capture the imagination  

 

A popular, award-

winning author who 

writes whimsical stories 

full of fun. He has been 

writing excellent 

rhyming stories for over 

forty years, illustrated 

by his talented wife, 

Janet.  

 

Hairy Maclary 

Collection 

 

• Bone 

• Caterwaul Caper 

• Hairy Maclary 

(original) 

• Hat Tricks 

• Rumpus at the Vet 

• Scattercat 

• Shoo 

• Sit 

Collection 

 

• The Highway Rat 

• Fox’s Socks 

• Room on the Broom 

• Monkey Puzzle 

• Charlie Cook’s 

Favourite Book 

• Princess Mirror-Belle 

and the Dragon Pox 

• Smartest Giant in 

Town 

Harry Collection 

 

• Harry and the 

Dinosaurs have a 

Birthday Party 

• Harry and the Robots 

• Harry and the 

Dinosaurs at the 

Museum 

• Harry and the 

Dinosaurs Go Wild 

Collection 

 

• Burglar Bill 

• Cops and Robbers 

• Each Peach Pear 

Plum 

• Funnybones 

• The Great Marathon 

Football Match 

• The Jolly Postman 

• The Jolly Christmas 

Postman 



• Zachary Quack 

 

• The Singing Mermaid 

• Smeds and the Smoos 

• Tiddler 

• Superworm  

• Zog and the Flying 

Doctors  

• Harry and the 

Bucketful of Dinosaurs 

• Harry and the 

Dinosaurs Go To 

School 

• Harry and the Snow 

King 

• Say Goodnight to the 

Sleepy Animals  

• All Change  

• Master Money the 

Millionaire  

• Mr Biff the Boxer 

• Mr Creep the Crook 

• Mrs Wobble the 

Waitress 

• Peepot 

• Please Mrs Butler 

• Starting School 

• Woof 

 

 

 

Y1 Studied Texts  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Hodgeheg 

by Dick King-Smith 

The Reluctant 

Dragon 

by Kenneth Grahame 

The Detective Dog 

by Julia Donaldson 

Inside the Villains  

by Clotidle Perrin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Far Away Tree 

by Enid Blyton 

The Very Best Big 

Sister 

by Shona Sharma 

Paddington’s London 

Story Treasury 

by Michael Bond 

On Sudden Hill 

by Linda Sarah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Beside the Seaside: 

Seaside Holidays 

Then and Now 

by Claire Hibbert 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

by Ed Bryan 

Florence Nightingale  

by Lucy Lethbridge 

Handa’s Surprise 

by Eileen Browne 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Little Red Riding 

Hood 

The Tree: Seasons 

Come and Seasons 

Go 

by Patricia Hegarty 

The Three Little Pigs 

by Axel Scheffler 

 

 

Y1 Classics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Wizard of Oz 

by Rosie Dickins 

The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff 

by Vera Southgate 

Winnie-the-Pooh 

and Ten Busy Bees 

by Ernest H. Shephard 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

By Grace De La Touche 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

All Pigs are Beautiful 

by Dick King-Smith 

Cinderella 

by Rachel Elliot 

Noah and the Ark 

by Michael McCarthy 

The Elves and the 

Shoemaker 

by Miles Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Pinocchio 

by Katie Daynes 

The Animal Parade 

by Dick King-Smith 

Mother Goose 

by Rowan Barnes-

Murphy 

‘Twas the Night 

Before Christmas  

by Clement Clarke 

Moore 



 

Y1 Contemporary Texts  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Princess and the 

Giant  

by Caryl Hart and Sarah 

Warburton 

Little Dino’s Big 

Roar 

Little Bear’s Big 

Adventure 

by Julia Hubery 

Walk with a Wolf 

by Janni Howker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Princess’s Secret 

Sleepover 

by Hilary Robinson  

Polar Bear Boy 

by Gillian Shields and 

Dubravka Kolanovic 

Frog and the Wide 

World 

by Max Velthuijs 

Fergus’s Scary Night 

by Tony Maddox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Fergus Goes 

Quackers!  

by Tony Maddox 

The Baby Who 

Wouldn’t Go to Bed 

by Helen Cooper 

When I Dream of 

Christmas  

by Oakley Graham 

Lollipop and 

Grandpa and the 

Wobbly Tooth 

by Penelope Harper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

How to Hide a Lion 

from Grandma 

by Helen Stephens 

Rainbow Fairies  

by Nicola Baxter and 

Deborah Jones 

The Princess and the 

Presents 

by Caryl Hart 

The Sleepover 

by Janey Louise Jones 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Guess How Much I 

Love you  

by Sam McBratney 

Marvin Wanted More! 

by Joseph Theobald 

Love Makes a Family 

by Sophie Beer 

All are Welcome 

by Alexandra Penfold 

 

Y1 Linked to Wider Curriculum 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

I Wonder Why the 

Sun Rises 

by Brenda Walpole 

Make Your Own 

Robot 

by Hannah Campling 

Around the World 

with Max and Lemon 

Twinkl  

 

 

 

Y1 Poetry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The Months 

by Sara Coleridge 

My Colours 

by Colin West 

Queue for the Zoo 

by Clare Bevan 

 

 

 

 
 


